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(54) OPTICAL TRANSMISSION LINE 



(57) An optical transmission line including a portion 
formed by fusion-splicing optical fibers having struc- 
tures different from each other; wherein, in the optical 
fibers having structures different from each other, a first 
optical fiber 1 has a mode field diameter smaller than 



that of a second optical fiber 2 fusion-spliced thereto; 
and wherein the first optical fiber 1 has an average vis- 
cosity from a center to an outermost layer greater than 
that of the second optical fiber from a center to an out- 
ermost layer. 
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Description 
Technical Field 

5 [0001] The present invention relates to an optical transmission line composed of fusion-splicing optical fibers which 
have different structures each other; and, in particular to an optical transmission line including a portion in which optical 
fibers having mode field diameters different from each other are fusion-spliced. 

Background Art 

w 

[0002] Optical fibers are connected together by fusion splice, which enables a permanent connection, in order to 
restrain the splice loss at their splice portion from fluctuating. However, the splice loss at the fusion-splice portion is 
greater when optical fibers having structures different from each other are fusion-spliced together than when optical 
fibers having the same structure are fusion-spliced together. 
15 [0003] For example, there is a case where a dispersion-compensating optical fiber having a negative chromatic 
dispersion at a wavelength of 1 .55 urn is fusion-spliced to a standard single-mode optical fiber having a zero-dispersion 
wavelength in a 1.3-u.m wavelength band and a positive chromatic dispersion at a wavelength of 1.55 \im, so as to 
carry out dispersion compensation. The single-mode optical fiber and dispersion-compensating optical fiber greatly 
differ from each other in terms of their fiber structures. Therefore, the splice loss at Iheir fusion-splice portion is about 
20 1 .o to 2.0 dB, which is large. 

[0004] Constructing an optical transmission line by alternately fusion-splice positive and negative dispersion optical 
fibers respectively having positive and negative chromatic dispersions at a predetermined wavelength, for example, 
has also been under consideration. Constructing an optical transmission line as such yields a predetermined value of 
chromatic dispersion or higher at each point on the optical transmission line, so as to restrain transmission character- 
's istics from deteriorating due to four-wave mixing, and towers the average chromatic dispersion of the optical transmis- 
sion line as a whole, so as to restrain transmission characteristics from deteriorating due to the chromatic dispersion. 
In this case, for example, the positive dispersion optical fiber has a step-index type refractive index profile with a core 
diameter of 8 \xm and a refractive index difference of 0.35%, whereas the negative dispersion optical fiber has a W 
type refractive index profile, whereby their fiber structures greatly differ from each other. Therefore, the splice loss at 
30 their fusion-splice portion is about 0.8 to 1 .5 dB, which is large. 

[0005] Optical fiber connecting methods for eliminating such problems are disclosed in Japanese Patent Application 
Laid-Open No. HEl 3-130705 and Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. SHO 57-24906. In the optical fiber 
connecting method disclosed in Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. HEl 3-130705, a first optical fiber having 
a larger core diameter and a smaller relative refractive index difference and a second optical fiber having a smaller 
35 core diameter and a greater relative refractive index difference are fusion-spliced together, and thus fusion-splice por- 
tion is heat-treated at a predetermined temperature thereafter. In the optical fiber connecting method disclosed in 
Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. SHO 57-24906, on the other hand, the first optical fiber whose core region 
has a higher refractive index is heat-treated more strongly than the second optical fiber after fusion splice. Both of the 
methods intend to diffuse dopants in any of the first and second optical fibers upon the heat treatment, so as to lower 
40 the difference in their core diameters, thus making it possible to decrease the splice loss at the fusion-splice portion. 
[0006] Using these conventional optical fiber connecting method is supposed to lower the splice loss at the fusion- 
splice portion between the above-mentioned single-mode optical fiber and dispersion-compensating optical fiber to 
about 0.3 to 0.6 dB. It is also supposed that the splice loss at the fusion-splice portion between the above-mentioned 
positive and negative dispersion optical fibers can be lowered to about 0.3 dB. 

45 

Disclosure of the Invention 

[0007] However, the splice loss at the fusion-splice portion has not yet been considered small enough although it is 
somewhat reduced by the conventional techniques disclosed in the above-mentioned two publications. 
50 [0008] The inventors of the present invention observed the glass state near the fusion-splice portion in fusion-spliced 
two optical fibers in detail. As a result of the observation, it has been seen that, when a standard single-mode optical 
fiber and a dispersion-compensating optical fiber are fusion-spliced, the core region in the dispersion-compensating 
optical fiber deforms as the mode-field diameter is smaller. 

[0009] Based on the inventors' findings mentioned above, for eliminating the aforesaid problems, it is an object of 
55 the present invention to provide an optical transmission line constituted by optical fibers having structures different 
from each other in which the connection loss at their fusion-splice portion is further lowered. 

[0010] The optical transmission line in accordance with the present invention is an optical transmission line including 
a portion formed by fusion-splicing optical fibers having structures different from each other; wherein, in the optical 
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fibers having structures different from each other, a first optical fiber has a mode field diameter smaller than a mode 
field diameter of a second optical fiber fusion-spliced thereto; and wherein the average viscosity from the center to the 
outermost layer in the first optical fiber is greater than the average viscosity from the center to the outermost layer in 
the second optical fiber. 

[0011] When the average viscosities in the first and second optical fibers are set as such, the deformation of the 
core region of the first optical fiber having a smaller mode field diameter becomes smaller upon fusion splice, whereby 
the splice loss can be restrained from increasing due to changes in fiber structures. 

[0012] Preferably, after the first and second optical fibers are fusion-spliced, the optical transmission line is heat- 
treated at the highest heating temperature of at least 1 300 °C but not exceeding 1 800 °C within a range having a length 
of at least t mm but less than 1 0 mm centered at the fusion-splice portion. In this case, the splice loss can further be 
reduced. 

[0013] The first optical fiber may be one having at least two cladding region layers surrounding a core region, and 
the average viscosity of the outermost cladding region layer greater than that of the core region. In this case, the 
cladding region does not deform upon fusion splice in the first optical fiber, so that the core region is restrained from 
deforming upon heating, whereby the splice loss can be kept from increasing. Preferably, the first optical fiber has a 
core region doped with Ge0 2 at a dopant concentration of at least 1 8 wt%, a first cladding region doped with F element, 
and an outermost cladding region layer doped with CI element. 

[0014] Preferably, the second optical fiber has at least one cladding region layer surrounding a core region, and the 
average viscosity of the outermost cladding region layer lower than any of the average viscosity of the core region and 
that of the outermost cladding region layer in the first optical fiber. In this case, no large structural changes occur in 
the core region in the second optical fiber even when its cladding softens upon fusion splice. Preferably, the second 
optical fiber has a core region doped with CI element and a cladding region doped with F element. Alternatively, the 
second optical fiber may have two cladding region layers, the outer cladding region being doped with F element by an 
amount smaller than that in the inner cladding region. 

[0015] Preferably, the core region of the second optical fiber has an outside diameter greater than the inside diameter 
of the outermost cladding region layer in the first optical fiber. In this case, the core region and first cladding region in 
the first optical fiber greatly influencing structural parameters thereof appear as if lidded with the core region of the 
second optical fiber, thus being surrounded with glass having a high viscosity, whereby their forms are easier to main- 
tain 

[0016] Preferably, a part of the cladding region in the second optical fiber is doped with F element, whereas an 
outermost layer region thereof has an inside diameter of at least 1 .05 times that of an outermost layer region in the 
first optical fiber. 

[0017] A part of the cladding region of the second optical fiber may be doped with F element, the average viscosity 
of regions inside an outermost cladding region layer is greater than three times that of a region inside the outermost 
cladding region layer of the first optical fiber. Such setting can suppress the deformation of the region inside the out- 
ermost cladding region layer in the first optical fiber, whereby favorable connection characteristics can be obtained. 
[0018] The first and second optical fibers may have unlike sign chromatic dispersions each other. Though the first 
and second optical fibers have mode field diameters greatly different from each other in general, the splice loss after 
fusion splice or after heat treatment can be made smaller in this case than in the conventional cases. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

[0019] 

Fig. 1 A is a longitudinal sectional view for explaining the configuration of a fusion-splice portion in an optical trans- 
mission line in accordance with the present invention, whereas Fig. 1 B is a longitudinal sectional view for explaining 
the configuration of a fusion-splice portion in a conventional optical transmission line; 

Figs. 2A to 2C are views for explaining refractive index profiles of optical fibers used in the optical transmission 
lines of Figs. 1A and 1B; 

Fig. 3 is a graph showing relationships between concentrations of various dopants (Ge0 2 , CI element, and F 
element) in an optical fiber and its relative refractive index difference; 

Fig. 4 is a graph showing the relationship between viscosity and temperature in each of pure silica (Si0 2 ) glass, 
silica glass doped with 2 wt% of CI element, and silica glass doped with 2 wt% of F element; 
Fig. 5 is a graph showing the relationship between viscosity and temperature in each of various dopants at 1 500 °C; 
Fig. 6 is a view showing another embodiment of the optical transmission line in accordance with the present in- 
vention, whereas Fig. 7 is a view for explaining the refractive index profile of a second optical fiber used in this 
embodiment; and 

Figs. 8 and 9 are graphs each showing results of a comparative experiment, in which Fig. 8 is a graph plotting the 
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splice loss of each sample after heat treatment with respect to the ratio between the core diameter of second 
optical fiber and the first cladding diameter of first optical fiber, whereas Fig. 9 is a graph plotting the splice loss 
of each sample after heat treatment with respect to the ratio between the average viscosity of the core region and 
first cladding region in first optical fiber and the viscosity of core region in second optical fiber 

5 

Best Modes for Carrying Out the Invention 

[0020] In the following, embodiments of the present invention will be explained in detail with reference to the accom- 
panying drawings. To facilitate the comprehension of the explanation, the same reference numerals denote the same 

10 parts, where possible, throughout the drawings, and a repeated explanation will be omitted. 

[0021] Fig. 1 A is a longitudinal sectional view showing a connecting portion of different kinds of optical fibers in a 
preferred embodiment of optical transmission tine 5 in accordance with the present invention, whereas Fig. 1B is a 
longitudinal sectional view showing a splice portion of a conventional optical transmission line 6 for comparison. 
[0022] Fusion-splice in the optical transmission line 5 of this embodiment are an optical fiber 1 which is a dispersion- 

15 compensating optical fiber having a negative chromatic dispersion at a wavelength of 1 .55 ujti; and an optical fiber 2 
which is a single-mode optical fiber, having a zero-dispersion wavelength in a 1 .3-um wavelength band and a positive 
chromatic dispersion at a wavelength of 1.55 u.m, for an optical transmission line. Figs. 2A and 2B show respective 
refractive index profiles of optical fibers 1 and 2. 

[0023] As shown in Figs. 1 A and 2A, the optical fiber 1 is an optical fiber having a so-called double cladding, and 
20 comprises, successively from its center, a core region 11 having a maximum refractive index n ni and an outside diameter 
2a A , a first cladding region 12 having a refractive index n 12 and an outside diameter 2b 1s and a second cladding 13 
having a refractive index n 13 , in which the individual refractive indices are set to n n > n 13 > n 12 in terms of the relationship 
of magnitude. While the optical fiber 1 is silica glass based, the core region 11 is doped with a high concentration of 
Gc0 2 and the first cladding region 1 2 is doped with F element. The second cladding region 13 is a substantially pure 
25 silica glass or doped with about 0.5 wt% to 1 .0 wt% of CI element. Preferably, the relative refractive index difference 
A 11 of core region 11 with reference to the refractive index n 13 of second cladding region 13 is at least 1%. Fig. 3 is a 
graph showing relationships between concentrations of various dopants (Ge0 2 , CI element, and F element) and relative 
refractive index difference, from which it is seen that the dopant concentration of Ge0 2 is at least 18 wt% for realizing 
the relative refractive index difference A 11 of core region 11 when the second cladding region 13 is pure silica glass. 
so [0024] When such setting is made, respective viscosities r| 12 , n 13 of the individual regions 11 to 13 within the 
optical fiber 1 satisfy the relationship of ii in < n 12 < il 13 . Fig. 4 is a graph showing the relationship between viscosity 
and temperature in each of pure silica (Si0 2 ) glass, silica glass doped with 2 wt% of CI element, and silica glass doped 
with 2 wt% of F element. In general, as can be seen from this graph, the viscosity of silica glass decreases when any 
of substantially all the other elements or oxides is added thereto. Also, its viscosity has a property of decreasing as 
35 the temperature rises regardless of whether dopants exist or not. Fig. 5 is a graph showing the relationship between 
dopant concentration and viscosity at 1 500 °C for each of three dopants of Ge0 2 , CI, and F. At the same dopant amount 
(wt%) the decrease in viscosity is the largest when doped with F element, and the smallest when doped with Ge0 2 . 
Since the core region 11 is doped with a large amount of Ge0 2 in this embodiment, however, its viscosity ^ is lower 
than the viscosity r| 12 of the first cladding region 12 doped with F element, whereas the viscosity t| 13 of the second 
40 cladding region 13 doped with no additive or only a minute amount of CI element is the highest. 

[0025] On the other hand, as shown in Figs. 1 A and 2B, the optical fiber 2 comprises, successively from its center, 
a core region 21 having a maximum refractive index n 21 and an outside diameter 2a 2 , and a cladding region 22 having 
a refractive index n 22 , whereas the individual refractive indices are set so as to have the relationship of n 21 > n 22 . The 
optical fiber 2 is based on silica glass, whereas the core region 21 is substantially pure silica glass or doped with about 
45 0 5 wt% to 1 0 wt% of CI element. The cladding region 22 is doped with F element. As a result, the viscosity r\ 22 of 
cladding region 22 is lower than the viscosity ii 21 of core region 21 , and lower than the viscosity ii 13 of second cladding 
region 1 3 of optical fiber 1 (see Fig. 4). The optical fiber 2 has a low transmission loss since the dopant concentration 
of core region 21 is low, and is excellent in hydrogen- and radiation-resistant characteristics since the cladding region 
22 is doped with F element, whereby it is an optical fiber suitably used for undersea cables. 
so [0026] Exemplified here is a case where each of the second cladding region 1 3 of optical fiber 1 and the core region 
21 of optical fiber 2 is pure silica glass, and both regions have the same refractive index level (i.e., n 13 = n 21 holds) . 
Of course, one or both of them may be doped with CI element, and refractive index levels in both regions may differ 
from each other. 

[0027] Letting the respective average viscosities of optical fibers 1 , 2 be t^, ii 2 , the relationship of i\ A > y\ z holds. 
55 Here, assuming that the optical fiber is composed of n layers, the average viscosity ^ of optical fiber i as a whole can 
be represented by the following expression: 
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where Ti y is the viscosity of its j-th layer (1 < j < n) , S y is the cross-sectional area thereof, and S s is the total cross- 
sectional area. 

[0028] When thus set optical fibers 1 and 2 are fusion-spliced, the respective core regions 11,21 of optical fibers 1 
and 2 can be restrained from deforming near the fusion-splice portion. This is because of the fact that the core region 

io 11 and first cladding region 12 having a lower viscosity in the optical fiber 1 are surrounded by the second cladding 
region having a higher viscosity, and their end face at the fusion-splice portion is in a state blocked by the core region 
21 having a higher viscosity in the optical fiber 2, whereby each of them can be restrained from deforming. 
[0029] When thus set optical fibers 1 and 2, which are a dispersion-compensating optical fiber and a single-mode 
optical fiber, respectively, are connected so as to form an optical transmission line, it is possible to construct an optical 

'5 iransmission line whose average chromatic dispersion and splice loss are so small that it is suitably used in a wave- 
length division multiplexing transmission system. 

[0030] Preferably, heattreatment is carried outforthermal diffusion of dopants afterfusion splice. This heat treatment 
can further lower the splice loss. A preferred condition for th is heat treatment comprises a heating range with a heating 
length of at least 1 mm but less than 1 0 mm centered at the fusion-splice portion, and a maximum heating temperature 
?o of at least 1300 °C but less than 1800 °C. The heating temperature is selected within a temperature range in which 
the optical fibers 1 , 2 are not deformed while the dopants can thermally diffuse. 

[0031] The optical transmission line 6 of a conventional product shown in Fig. 1B, by contrast, uses an optical fiber 
3 as a single-mode optical fiber. As indicated by the refractive index profile shown in Fig. 2C, this optical fiber 3 com- 
prises, successively from its center, a core region 31 having a maximum refractive index n 31 and an outside diameter 
2a 3 . and a cladding region 32 having a refractive index n 32 , whereas the individual refractive indices have the relation- 
ship of n 31 > n 32 in terms of magnitude. While the optical fiber 3 is based on silica glass, the core region 31 is doped 
with Ge0 2 , and the cladding region 32 is substantially pure silica glass. As a result, respective viscosities t| 31 , ti 32 of 
the individual regions have the relationship of r| 31 < r| 32 . 

[0032] When such an optical fibers 3 and the optical fiber 1 are fusion-spliced, these optical fibers deform at their 
30 butting portions since they have a low viscosity at their center regions and both of them are easy to deform, whereby 
the core regions 11 , 31 and inner cladding region 12 at their connecting portion increase their diameters as shown in 
Fig. 1B. 

[0033] In the optical fiber 1 having a smaller mode field diameter, in particular, even aminute change in the structure 
of core region alters the mode field diameter greatly. The splice loss is supposed to have increased in the conventional 
35 product due to such a reason. By contrast, the optical transmission line 5 of this embodiment has a structure for re- 
straining the first optical fiber 1 having a smaller mode field diameter from deforming at the connecting end face upon 
fusion splice, so that the occurrence of fluctuation in mode field diameter can be suppressed, whereby splice loss can 
be prevented from increasing. 

[0034] Though one having the refractive index profile shown in Fig. 2A is assumed as the first optical fiber 1 having 
■to a smaller mode field diameter in this embodiment, the refractive index profile of first optical fiber 1 is not restricted 
thereto. More in general, preferable as the first optical fiber 1 is one having at least two cladding region layers, in which 
the outermost cladding region layer has a viscosity higher than that of the core region. Because of such a configuration, 
the cladding region does not deform upon fusion splice in the optical fiber 1 , whereby the core region is restrained from 
deforming upon heating. 

ts [0035] Though one having the refractive index profile shown in Fig. 2B is assumed as the second optical fiber 2 
having a larger mode field diameter in this embodiment the refractive index profile of second optical fiber 2 is not 
restricted thereto. More in general, preferable as the second optical fiber 2 is one having at least one cladding region 
layer, in which the outermost cladding region layer has a viscosity lower than that of the core region. Further preferable 
as the second optical fiber 2 is one in which the outermost cladding region layer has a viscosity lower than that of the 

50 cladding region of first optical fiber 1 . Because of such a configuration, no structural changes occur in the core region 
of the optical fiber 2 even when the cladding softens upon fusion splice. 

[0036] Preferably, the core region 21 of the optical fiber 2 having a larger mode field diameter has an outside diameter 
larger than that of the first cladding region 12 of the optical fiber 1 having a smaller mode field diameter. Because of 
such a configuration, the core region 11 and first cladding region 12 heavily influential to structural parameters of the 
>5 optical fiber 1 are in a state as* if lidded with the core region 21 of optical fiber 2, so as to be surrounded with glass 
having a high viscosity, whereby their forms can be maintained. Since the forms of core region 11 and first cladding 
region 12 are maintained in the optical fiber 1 , the splice loss becomes lower. 

[0037] Preferably, in this case, the core region 21 of second optical fiber has an average viscosity higher than that 
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of the core region 11 and first cladding region 12 in the first optical fiber. Here, the average viscosity rj ave of the core 
region 11 and first cladding region 12 in the optical fiber 1 can be represented by the following expression: 

Va XS a+Vb xS b 

5 v™- s a +S b 

where ii a is the viscosity of the core portion, r| b is the viscosity of the cladding region, and S a and S b are their respective 
cross-sectional areas. 

10 [0038] Such setting reliably yields the effect of lidding with the core region 21 of second optical fiber. 

[0039] Fig. 6 is a view showing a second embodiment of the optical transmission line in accordance with the present 
invention. The optical transmission line 5a of this embodiment differs from the optical transmission line 5 of the first 
embodiment in that its second optical fiber 2' has a double cladding structure. Fig. 7 is a view for explaining the refractive 
index profile of the second optical fiber 2'. As shown in Figs. 6 and 7, the second optical fiber Z comprises, successively 

15 from its center, a core region 21 having a refractive index n 21 and an outside diameter 2a 2 \ a first cladding region 22a 
having a refractive index n 22a and an outside diameter 2b 25 and a second cladding region 22b having a refractive index 
n22bJ whereas the individual refractive indices are set so as to have the relationship of n 21 > n 22b > n 22a . While the 
optical fiber 2 is based on silica glass, the core region 21 is substantially pure silica glass or doped with about 0.5 wt% 
lo 1 .0 wl% of CI element. Each of the two cladding regions 22a, 22b is doped wilh F element, whereas the f irst cladding 

20 region 22a has a dopant concentration higher than that in the second cladding region 22b. As a result, each of the 
viscosities r| 22a , ii 22b of cladding region 22 is smaller than the viscosity ri 21 of core region 21 , and is smaller than the 
viscosity ii 13 of second cladding 1 3 of first optical fiber 1 (see Fig. 4). Effects similar to those of the first embodiment 
can be achieved in this case as well. 

25 Examples and Comparative Examples 

[0040] In order to verify the effects of splice loss reduction in the optical transmission line in accordance with the 
present invention, the inventors prepared several kinds of samples and carried out experiments for comparing them 
with conventional optical transmission line samples. The results of experiments will now be explained. 
30 [0041] Tables 1 to 4 shown in the following are charts summarizing the optical fiber structures of individual samples 
(identified by case numbers), indicating 1 3 kinds of samples. Here, cases 1 to 3 are structural examples of conventional 
products, i.e., comparative examples, whereas cases 4 to 13 are examples of the optical transmission line in accord- 
ance with the present invention. 
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Table 1 : 


Structure of First Optical Fiber 


Case No. 


Core outside diameter (jim) 


1st cladding outside diameter 
(u-m) 


2nd cladding outside diameter 
(u-m) 


1 


4.0 


8.0 


122 


2 


3.9 


7.0 


120 


3 


4.2 


8.0 


125 


4 








5 








6 








7 


4.3 


9.0 


128 


8 


4.2 


8.0 


126 


9 


4.1 


7.0 


124 


10 


4.675 


8.5 


126 


11 


5.225, 


9.5 


128 


12 


5.775 


10.5 


130 


13 


4.0 


8.0 


123 
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Table 2: 





Dopant Concentration and Refractive Index Characteristic of First Optical Fiber 


5 


Case No. 


Core dopant cone. 
(wt%) 


An1 (%) 


1st cladding dopant 
cone. (wt%) 


An2 (%) 


2nd cladding dopant 
conn ( wt%,1 


An3 (%) 




1 


30.94 


1.70 


1.365 


-0.35 


0.00 


ft on 




2 


27.30 


1.50 










10 


3 


f 26.39 


1.45 


1.56 


-0.40 


0.20 


ft ftpp 




4 
















5 














15 


6 
















7 


25.48 


1.40 


1.17 


-0.30 


0.455 


0.05 




8 
















9 














20 


10 


27.30 


1.50 


1.56 


-0.40 








11 
















12 














25 


13 















[0042] As can be seen from Tables 1 and 2, the first optical fiber with a smaller mode field diameter (MFD) in each 
case has the refractive index and structure shown in Fig. 2A, in which the core region is silica glass doped with Ge0 2 , 
whereas the first cladding region is silica glass doped with F element. The second cladding region is substantially pure 
silica glass in cases 1 to 6, and silica glass doped with CI element in cases 7 to 1 3. The outside diameter of first cladding 
region is within the range of 7 u.m to 9 ujn in cases 1 to 10 and 13, and exceeds 9 [im and thus is large in cases 11 
and 12. In Table 2, each relative refractive index difference is based on the relative refractive index difference of pure 
silica glass. 



Table 3: 



Structure of Second Optical Fiber 


Case No. 


Structure 


Core outside diameter (u,m) 


Core dopant 


1 


3 


7.5 


Ge0 2 


2 








3 




6.0 




4 


2 


11.0 


none 


5 




7.0 




6 




9.0 


CI 


7 




11.0 




8 




12.0 




9 




9.0 




10 




9.5 




11 




8.5 




12 . 




7.5 




13 


2' 


12.0 
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Table 4: 





Dopant Concentration and Refractive Index Characteristic of Second Optical Fiber 


5 


Case No. 


Core dopant cone. 
(wt%) 


An1 (%) 


1st cladding dopant 
cone. (wt%) 


An2 (%) 


2nd cladding dopant 
cone. (wt%) 


An3 (%) 




1 


6.188 


0.34 


0.0 


0.0 


- 






2 














10 


3 


10.01 


0.55 


0.195 


-0.05 








4 


0.0 


0.0 


1.248 


-0.32 








5 














75 


6 


0.455 


0.05 


0.975 


-0.25 






7 
















8 
















9 


0.637 


0.07 


1.092 


-0.28 






20 


10 
















11 
















12 














P5 


13 










0.78 


-0.2 



[0043] The numbers listed in the column of structure in Table 3 indicate which structures of optical fibers shown in 
Figs. 1A, 1B, and 6 are used as the second optical fiber. Namely, employed in cases 1 to 3 are those having the 
refractive index profile shown in Fig. 2C, in which the core region is silica glass doped with Ge0 2 , whereas the cladding 
region is substantially pure silica glass (in cases 1 and 2) or silica glass doped with F element (in case 3). Employed 
as the second optical fiber in cases 4 to 12 are those having the refractive index profile shown in Fig. 23, in which the 
core region is substantially pure silica glass (in cases 4 and 5) or silica glass doped with CI element (in cases 6 to 12), 
whereas the cladding region is silica glass doped with F element. In case 13, the second optical fiber is one having 
the refractive index profile shown in Fig. 7, in which the core region is silica glass doped with CI element, whereas the 
first and second cladding regions are made of silica glass doped with F element. The outside diameter of core region 
of second optical fiber is within the range of 6.0 to 12.0 u.m in each case. The outside diameter of second optical fiber 
is 125 jam in each case, whereas the outside diameter of first cladding in the second optical fiber employed in case 13 
is set to 50 jam. 

[0044] Table 5 shows the respective mode field diameters (MFD) of first and second optical fibers, respective total 
average viscosities , ti 2 thereof, average viscosity ii 1c of the core region and first cladding region of first optical fiber, 
viscosity r| 2c of the core region of second optical fiber, and results of comparison of splice losses after fusion and after 
the above-mentioned predetermined heat treatment when these optical fibers are fusion-spliced together are compared 
with each other. 



Table 5: 



Comparison of Characteristics of First and Second Optical Fibers and Comparison of Splice Loss 




1 st optical fiber 


2nd optical fiber 


splice loss 


Case 


MFD 


11 1 




MFD 


112 




after fusion splice after heating 


No. 




(x10 8 P) 


(urn) 


(X10 8 P) 


(dB) 


1 


4.5 


30 


2.08 


10.3 


30 


1.545 


1.5 


1.0 


2 


5.0 


1.91 


1.6 


0.9 
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Table 5: (continued) 



Comparison of Characteristics of First and Second Optical Fibers and Comparison of Splice Loss 





1st optical fiber 


2nd optical fiber 


splice loss 


Case 


MFD 




Vic 


MFD 






after fusion splice 


after heating 


No. 


(|im) 


(x10 8 P) 


(jim) 


(X10 8 P) 


(dB) 


3 


5.1 


17 


1.52 


8.2 


18 


0.3178 


1.0 


0.6 


4 








11.5 


1.3 


30.0 


0.5 


0.2 


5 








10.5 


1.1 


30.0 


0.8 


0.3 


6 








11.1 


2.2 


10.36 


0.6 


0.2 


7 


4.9 


8.8 


2.84 


11.7 


2.3 




0.4 


0.15 


8 


5.2 




2.67 


12.1 






0.35 


0.11 


9 


5.2 




2.42 


10.3 


1.6 


7.958 


0.35 


0.12 


10 


5.0 




2.57 


10.5 






0.4 


0.15 


11 


4.8 






10.2 






0.45 


0.3 


12 


4.7 






10.0 






0.55 


0.4 


13 


4.9 




1.57 


12.0 


3.4 




0.70 


0.2 



[0045] A necessary condition in the optical transmission line in accordance with the present invention is that the 
optical fiber with a smaller MFD has an average viscosity higher than that of the optical fiber having a larger MFD; 
cases 4 to 13, which are examples, satisfy this condition of r| 1 > rj 2 . The splice loss after fusion splice was 1 .0 dB or 
greater in cases 1 to 3 which are comparative examples, and was within the range of 0.35 to 0.8 dB in cases 4 to 13 
which are examples. In each case, the splice loss after heat treatment was smallerthan that after fusion splice. Though 
the splice loss after heat treatment was still 0.6 dB or greater in cases 1 to 3 which are comparative examples, it was 
0.4 dB or less in cases 4 to 1 3 which are examples and within the range of 0.1 1 to 0.3 dB in examples excluding case 12. 
[0046] As in the foregoing, while the splice loss after fusion splice was about 1 .0 to 2.0 dB in the prior art, it was 
allowed to decrease to about 0.35 to 0.8 dB by use of the optical fiber connecting method in accordance with this 
embodiment. Also, while the splice loss after heat treatment was about 0.3 to 0.6 dB in the prior art, it was allowed to 
decrease to about 0.11 to 0.3 dB by use of the optical fiber connecting method in accordance with this embodiment. 
[0047] In particular, among those in accordance with this embodiment, cases 4, 6 to 10, and 13 in which the core of 
second optical fiber has an outside diameter larger than the outside diameter of first cladding yielded a splice loss of 
0.3 dB or less which was small. In cases 7 to 1 0 among them, the splice loss was 0. 1 5 dB or less and was particularly 
small. Fig. 8 is a graph plotting the splice loss after heat treatment with respect to the ratio a 2 /b 1 of the outside diameter 
2a 2 of core region in the second optical fiber to the outside diameter 2b 1 of first cladding in the first optical fiber. This 
graph indicates it preferable to set a 2 /b 1 to at least 1.05, i.e., set the outside diameter of core region in the second 
optical fiber to at least 1 .05 times that of the first cladding region in the first optical fiber, since the splice loss after heat 
treatment can be suppressed to 0.2 dB or less thereby. This is because of the fact that, in such setting, the core and 
inner cladding region of first optical fiber, which are easier to deform upon fusion splice, are covered with the harder 
core portion of second optical fiber, whereby their deforming is suppressed. In the case where the first optical fiber has 
a structure made of four or more layers, it is preferred that the core diameter of second optical fiber be set to the inside 
diameter of outermost layer of first optical fiber or greater. 

[0048] Fig. 9 is a graph plotting the splice loss of each sample after heat treatment with respect to the ratio tj 1c /t| 2c 
of the average viscosity t] 1c of the core and first cladding region of first optical fiber and the viscosity t\ 2c of core region 
of second optical fiber. It has been seen that, if n 1c /n 2 c ls 1/3 or less > il2c ls at ,east tnree times as much as 7] 1c , 
then the splice loss after heat treatment becomes 0.4 dB or less, whereby favorable characteristics can be exhibited. 
[0049] Without being restricted to the above-mentioned embodiments, the present invention can be modified in var- 
ious manners. Though the above-mentioned embodiments explain an optical transmission line in which a single-mode 
optical fiber (second optical fiber) having a zero-dispersion wavelength in a 1 .3-u,m wavelength band and a positive 
chromatic dispersion at a wavelength of 1 .55 jim and a dispersion-compensating optical fiber (first optical fiber) having 
a negative chromatic dispersion at a wavelength of 1 .55 (im are fusion-spliced, so as to compensate for chromatic 
dispersion, the present invention is not restricted thereto. For example, the present invention is also suitably employed 
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for restraining transmission characteristics from deteriorating due to four-wave mixing and chromatic dispersion in an 
optical transmission line in which positive and negative dispersion optical fibers respectively having positive and neg- 
ative chromatic dispersions at a predetermined wavelength are alternately fusion-spliced. 

5 Industrial Applicability 

[0050] The present invention is suitably applicable to an optical transmission line including a portion in which optical 
fibers having structures and characteristics different from each other are fusion-spliced for suppressing chromatic 
dispersion and restraining transmission characteristics from deteriorating due to four-wave mixing and chromatic dis- 
10 persion. 



Claims 

15 1 . An optical transmission line including a portion formed by fusion-splicing optical fibers having structures different 
from each other: 

wherein, in said optical fibers having structures different from each other a first optical fiber has a mode field 
diameter smaller than a mode field diameter of a second optical fiber fusion-spliced thereto; and wherein the 
average viscosity from the center lo the outermost layer in said first optical fiber is greater than the average viscosity 
20 from the center to the outermost layer in said second optical fiber. 

2. An optical transmission line according to claim 1. wherein, after said first and second optical fibers are fusion- 
spliced, said optical transmission line is heat-treated at the highest heating temperature of at least 1300 °C but 
not exceeding 1 800 °C within a range having a length of at least 1 mm but less than 1 0 mm centered at said fusion- 

25 splice portion. 

3. An optical transmission line according to claim 1 , wherein said first optical fiber has at least two cladding region 
layers surrounding a core region, and the average viscosity of the outermost cladding region layer greater than 
the average viscosity of said core region. 

30 

4. An optical transmission line according to claim 3 ; wherein said first optical fiber has a core region doped with Ge0 2 
at a dopant concentration of at least 18 wt%, a first cladding region doped with F element, and an outermost 
cladding region layer doped with CI element. 

35 5. An optical transmission line according to claim 1 , wherein said second optical fiber has at least one cladding region 
layer surrounding a core region, and the average viscosity of the outermost cladding region layer lower than any 
of the average viscosity of said core region and the average viscosity of the outermost cladding region layer in 
said first optical fiber. 

40 6. An optical transmission line according to claim 1 , wherein said second optical fiber has a core region doped with 
CI element and a cladding region doped with F element. 

7. An optical transmission line according to claim 6, wherein said second optical fiber has two cladding region layers, 
the outer cladding region being doped with F element by an amount smaller than that in the inner cladding region. 

45 

8. An optica! transmission line according to claim 3, wherein said core region of said second optical fiber has an 
outside diameter greater than the inside diameter of said outermost cladding region layer in said first optical fiber. 

9. An optical transmission line according to claim 8, wherein a part of cladding region in said second optical fiber is 
so doped with F element, said core region thereof has an outside diameter of at least 1 .05 times the inside diameter 

of said outermost layer region in said first optical fiber. 

10. An optical transmission line according to claim 8, wherein a part of cladding region in said second optical fiber is 
doped with F element, said core region thereof has a viscosity greater than three times the average viscosity of a 

55 region inside said outermost cladding region layer in said first optical fiber. 

11. An opticat transmission line according to claim 1, wherein said first and second optical fibers have unlike sign 
chromatic dispersions each other. 
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Fig. 1A 
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Fig. 3 
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Fig. 4 
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Fig. 7 

2' 







CORE 






22b 








22b 


/ 

ri22b 


22a 




22a 


/ 

n22b 


2ND 
CLADDING 


/ 

1122a 




/ 

n22a 


2ND 
CLADDING 




1ST 
CLADDING 


2a 2 ' 


1ST 
CLADDING 



















2b 2 


=» 





BNSDOCID: <EP 1174741A1J. 



17 



EP 1 174 741 A1 



f 



to 



CO 



CM 

CO 



o 



oo 
o 



o 



O 



00 



O 



o 



CO 

o 



CM 

o 



in 
o o 



SPLICE LOSS AFTER HEAT TREATMENT (dB) 



18 



BNSDOCID: <EP 1174741A1_I_> 



EP 1 174 741 A1 



<4 



%4 



< 
< 



CM 



o 



CD 
O 



O 



CM 
O 



SPLICE LOSS AFTER HEAT TREATMENT (dB) 



EP 1 174 741 A1 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/JP00/07747 



A CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 
Int.Cl 7 G02B6/255 



According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 



B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 
Int.Cl 7 G02B6/255, G02B6/22 



Documentation searched other than minimum docum C ntation to the extent that such documents are included in the 

Jitsuyo SMnan Kcho 1922-1996 Toroku Jxtsuyo Shxnan Koho 1994-2000 

Kokai Jitsuyo Shinan Koho 1971-2000 Jitsuyo Shinan Torolcu Koho 1996-2000 



Icctronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used) 
JICST FILE(JOIS) 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category* 



Citahon of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



jp, 8-201642, A (Fujitsu Limited), 
09 'August, 1996 (09.08.96), 

Par. Nog. [0001] - [0006] ; Fig. 5 (Family: none) 

US, 5555340, A (Sumitomo Electric Industries, Ltd.), 
lo'september, 1996 (10.09.96), 
Column 2 f lines 11 to 32; Fig. 6 
& JP, 7-261048 , A 

Par. NOS. [0004] - [0006] ; Fig. 1 
& EP, 674193, A2 

US, 5710850, A (Sumitomo Electric Industries, Ltd.) 

20* January, 1998 (20.01.98), 

Column 8, lines 13 to 41; Figs. 9A, 9B 

& JP, 9-159859, A 

Par. Nos. [0033] - [0034] ; Fig. 9 

& EP, 751411, Al & AU, 9656183, A 

& CA, 2179565, A & ZA, 9605434, A 



Relevant to claim No. 



1-11 



4, 6-7, 9-10 



f~| Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. O See patent family annex. 



* Special categories of cited documents: 

"A" document defining the general state of the art which is noi 

considered to be of particular relevance 
U E* earlier document but published on or after tfce international filing 

dale 

"L" document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or which is 
cited to establish the publication date of another citation or other 
special reason (as specified) 

"O" document referring to an oral disclosure, use. exhibition or other 
means 

t: P" document published prior to the international Tiling date but later 

than the priority date claimed — . 



T" later document published after the international filing date or 
priority date and not in conflict with the application but cited to 
understand the principle or theory underlying the invention 

"X" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive 
step when the document is taken alone 

U Y" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannol be 
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is 
combined with one or more other such documents, such 
combination being obvious to a person skilled in the an 

"ST document member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 
13 December, 2000 (13.12.00) 



Date of mailing of the international search report 

26 December, 2000 (26.12.00) 



Name and mailing address of the ISA/ 

Japanese Patent Office 

Facsimile No. 



Authorized officer 
Telephone No. 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (second sheet) (July 1992) 



20 



BNSDOCID: <EP 1 174741 A1_l_> 



